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"THE 8 fo Scheme for Aten the 
Har ScarPrUREs, amangst the Lower Claſſes in 
_ „ vb, beg leave to dddreſe fuch Propnus- 
253 ee eee reſident 
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in Gaar Barra. 5 a 


W. Adarct vo, becaliſe the alliance which 
- optlence can eaſily ſupply is all that is now ne- 
;eeffaty to the full completion of our deſign. 
. Already more than five thouſand Bibles have 
been diſtributed at reduced prices; and in moſt 
inſtances have been purchaſed with ſuch avidity, 
as to fatisfy us fully of the Utility of the under- 
taking; We wiſh therefore if poſſible to carry 
on our deſign, until every Cottage where there 
is a ſingle perſon who can read hall be furniſh- 


ed with the Holy Scriptures. 1 
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You ſcarcely need to be informed, that the cir- 
cumſtances of this Country are peculiarly unfa- 
vourable to the ſpreading of Religions Inſtruc- 
tion. The lower peaſantry being chiefly Roman 


— Catholicks, a very limited ſphere is left for the 
labours of the eſtabliſhed Clergy ; and where 


their exertions are moſt needed, there peculiarly, 
they will nat be accepted of. The diſtribution 
"of Religious Tracts in general is - equally fruit- 


-interdied commodity. Attempts have been 


made to circulate pious and inſtrudtive tracts writ- | 


ten by divines of their own communion; but even 


_ theſe liberal efforts have proved ineffeftual. The 


a =o camabient therefore &' 46 Bikes 


not only by Proteſtants but by Roman Catho- 


| licks. Of this fact we have had abundant, and 


ab r rr ee 
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oh it hs then a matter of urgent duty to meet 
dus diſpoſition of the lower claſſes and to furniſh 
them with that Religious Inſtruction for which 


leis; Proteſtantiſm, in whatever form, being an 
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know by experience will be received and read 
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ne n 0 The. 
queſtion is not now, whether the lower claſſes 
thatl or ſhall not be taught to read. Eet this 
attainment be an injury or a beneſit, they are 
acquiring and will acquire it, independently of our 
ad, and even in ſpite of any poſſible endeavours 
to the contrary. But the real queſtion is, ſhall 
they who cas already read, be provided with the 
means of pure unmixed Religious Knowledge, or 
ſhall they be left to employ their faculty of read- . 
ing in peraſing ribaldry and learning profil 

| gacy? Nay more—the queſtion ie, ſhall they, 
who from that concern for Religion which 
God has planted in every boſom, wiſly to be 
pollefſed of the word of God, be gratified in 
that wiſh, or ſhall they be left to fink yet deeper 
in that barbariſm, from which their defire for 
the Holy Scriptares indicates already a pf. 
er fk | 8 


It is a melancho truth, La. 
are in too many inſtances bloody and feroeious, 


retaining the habits and the feelings of Savage, 


devoid of laſting gratitude, and ready, av the im- 
pulfe of any groundleſs refentment, to exerciſe 
e where ſhortly be- 
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eicher honeſt policy or pure Religion can furniſſi 
de inſtantly reſorted to, in order if poſſible to 


** 


+ 
1 a had profeſſed the moſt affectionate 
attachment. ' Are they to be” left in tläs ſtate? 
Is no effort to be made to humaritze hem On 


the contrary ſhould not ' every expedjent chat 


introduce amongſt them the habits and the = | 
amm n Ay 
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be change from eb to | Civilization 


has been too often realized to be any where de- 


ſpaired of. But it muſt begin ſomewhere.— 


Some impregnating principle muſt be introduced 5 
by the extenſion and increaſing influence of which 


the happy transformation may be at length ef- 
fected. Whatever other means may be deemed 


. conducive to this end, the humanizing power of 


the Chriſtian Religion will we truſt be univer- 
fally admitted. If it could be douhted, the civi- 


lization of modern Europe would furniſh the 


moſt irrefragable proof. But the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion can only be extended by the diffuſion: of 
Chriſtian knowledge. And of this, as has been 
already obſerved, we have, with reſpect to the 
far greater part of the lower claſſes, but one 
means—the diſſemination of the Holy Scriptures, 


— — —— uu — 


8 oo 
Our adoption therefore of this ſingle. expeiſient 


is no longer matter for deliberation, OE + 
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FR Ot this means, , however, we  tave ground 
will ſuggeſt to. us, ene God: has thought 
fit to make uſe of written: records, for communi- 
cating his will to different Ages and Nations, his 


bleſſing may be expected to attend thoſe records 


and give effect to their peruſal. But in addition 
to this, we have the ſtrongeſt matter of fact to 
encourage us. From the Hiſtories of the Re- 


formation we learn, that nothing ſo powerfully 


contributed to bring about that amazing change 
in men's minds, as the diſſemination of the 


Holy Scriptures. The firſt link in that provi- 
dential chain was Luther's finding an old 
Latin Bible in the Library of his Convent. 
What had opened his own eyes he of courſe 


was eager to communicate to others; and the 
_ conſequence was, that wherever the light of 


Scripture came, the darkneſs of ſuperſtition fled 
before it. | | 
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Gen of war divine energy 1 
Wenns of in deute they cattnot fal 
—— arhhquitn 
_ charaRteriſtics, which diſtinguiſh them from all 
the other cottipoſitions in the World; and which | 
— intention of the Divine 
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ode. 
delightful intermixture of the moſt important 
inſtri80b with the moſt engaging narrative, 


mich runs through fo large & part of the Sacred 
blumen the frequent uſe of allegory at once 
the moſt fimple and the moſt ſkriking—and in 
chat peculiur method of inculeating moral and 
religious duties, by ſhort ardent affectionate ad- 
dreſſes, which require no penetration to diſcover 
out the labour of thought, and lay hold on the 
ee e RAINY 4 


They will-oe the ane intention i that wer 
FIT OO.” e the precepts "of 
Scripture, 


en a dd 6 do ee yalle? of 
perſoml and ſocial conduct o as to regulate 

minutcr inſtances without the necefity of de- 
fail, and to bring down, in a manser infinitely 
beyond what Socrates himſelf could have effected, 
menen eee 
nenn — 
Wires, Parents and Children, Maſters and Ser- 
vants, the things which belong not only to their 
eternal but even to their domeſtie peace, with 
a provident condeſcenſion, worthy of n, 
eee — — 


Gettin 
gent readers of the Sacred Volume both feel 
and acknowledge the wiſdom and the goodtels | 
of God. They will perceive that it was Bis 
as captivating to the imagination, as they are 
| beneficial to the mind and heart—and to provide 
for their utility by enſuring their popularity. 
| vith the Divine appointment in giving the moſt 
extenſive circulation to eee 
dere 2 | 


I have 


Ch 
IONS 


- 4] have' repeatedly,” . 
*read- over the Holy:;Seriptures; and I am of 
< opinion, that this volume, independently of its 
«Divine origin, contains more ſublimity and 


beauty, more pure morality, more important 


< quence, than can be collected from all other 


< books, in whatever age or language they hare 
deen compoſed.” Such a ſuffrage from ſo 
accompliſhed a Scholar, who had explored all 


the receſſes, not only of Greek and Roman Lite- : 
ende of ne —— 

eee dimes has 
given. by ſo many of the beſt and wiſeſt of Men | 
ta the infinite worth of the Sacred Volume; and it- 
is the more intereſting, as the warmth with which 
he ſpeaks clearly evinces the 32 and 
mne | tx 


wade 


wy 3 1 * wn 5 it is a * 
ſtrongly in favour of the univerſal cireulation of 
the Holy Scriptures. The exeellencies which are 


| here,,cumerated arp ot attractive merely to the; 


learned reader. They have perhaps a {till ſtronger, 
influence on unlettered and uncultivated minds. 
ITER-4 \ 


0 
Floquence and ' poetry—the glowing metaphor 
and the apt and pleaſing allegoty have very 
little to do with the reaſoning faculty, while 
they ſtrongly intereſt the imagination and the 
feelings; and where the underſtanding has been 
leaſt exerciſed, and the mental force of courſe 
reſides chiefly in the imagination and the affec- 
tiond, the modes of addreſs which are furniſhed by 
a lively' fancy and a warm heart, will be the apteſt 

to make an impreſſion. This is exemplified in 
_ almoſt every Savage tribe; the firſt efforts of 
whoſe minds, run uniformly in the line of elo- 
quence and poetry. And the ſame rule holds 
with reſpect to the lower claſſes in civilized com- 
munities, whom we always ſee more 'caſily 
wrought upon by an' illuſtration than by an ar- 
gument z they can feel were they cannot rea- 
ſon—and they ſhew themſelves capable of re- 
liſhing what they are utterly unable to explain. 
ſimple and natural, (as they ever muſt be when 

they are perfect, and as they are moſt tranſcend · 
ently. in the Holy Scriptures,)- their effekt apon 
chan on the mind of the moſt improved aca - 
demician. In this view the opinion of Sir 
William Jones, gives the ſtrongeſt confirmation 
. to 


| aye or language, the Bible is infnitely the bet 
adapted for conveying the moſt captivating and 

the thoſt beneficid) ada to every age, rank 
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- The effect of mere human REY 2 
ed with attention and frequency, particularly in 
ton to the Whole conduct of life.  What'then 


piety, of gentleneſs, of meekneſs ind of hrimanity, 


which every where occur in the facred volume? 


may for the preſent in too many inſtances; not 
de brought to attend to them but a period will 


eome when even theſe will be glad to have the 


* 4 * * , 1 F 
- - 

— 

„ o 1 * as. 1 

0 * p 4 1 * 1 ö 

* * 5 , 
* * 
F . 


* 


TT 


< in an honeſt and good heart may bring farc fruit 
to life eternal” We know that in the lowelt 
claſſes there are frequent inſtances of minds en- 
dowed with uncommon powers—and of imagina- 
tions full of activity and ardour—we know tos 

enabled: © to adorn the Dorine — ne 
Saviour in;all jag: | | | 


„ | 
trinſic excellence, carries with it a weight of divine 
. at ; for-they wiſe above ll 
by 


1 


by Him, wh reads at once with cultivated tate; | 
, with claſſical information and with humble, ar- 
dent piety. But the advantage which the Bible 
| poſſeſſes, of bearing the 'acknowledged ſtamp of 
Heaven—of being the irrefragable manifeſtation 
of God's will to hiis rational creatures, raiſes it 
with reſpect to practical efficacy infinitely above 
all that ever came from the pen of man; and 
makes it a means for working on the public mind, 
of ſuch invaluable importance, as to render it 
doubtful whether they who neglect to give it the 
utmoſt paſſible circulation, are more impious, or 
inſenſible to their own intereſts, 


ee io tir God. 


| Vader theſe Hs we have engaged in 
the defign which 'we ha ; and confident: 
that the ſame motives will have force with all good | 
men, we take the liberty of applying to you. 
You have a common intereſt with us, in promot- 
of juſtice, you. owe attention to the Country, 
from whence you derive ſo large a portion of 
your wealth; and perhaps in nb othes poſſible 


| 13 1 
ciſed ut .o finall an expence.” But we truſt ou 
will: be influenced by a {till nobler motive —the 


| broad. and liberal principle of Chriſtian Charity; 

and that becauſe you yourſelves have a juſt value 

for the word of God, and a generous concern for 
the beſt intereſts of your Fellow Creatures, " 
will, on the preſent occaſion, feel with us, and 
nee . | 

— eB ooccuu- 

The falowing MEMBERS of the ASSOCIATION, for 
promoting REL1G10N and r, have under- 
taken tg conduct the above Scheme, and to apply 
ſuch Sum as may „ 
* 7 Ek 
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Lord Biſhop of Oſſory, 
Lord Biſhop of Killalla. 
Rev. Dear Blundell, 
Rev. Doctor Alcock, 
: Rev. Doctor O'Connor, 
Rev. Richard Bourne, 
Rev, Richard Wynne, 
Rev. George Graydon, 
Rev. Jos. Stopford, F. T. C. D. pe 
Alexander Knox, Eſq. 25 
Mr. WI. Watſon, ſenr. 
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Rivington's, Bookſeller 
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Dona ions ind Buneen ir tans for the above 


will be received ot the Bunk of Mofiis. 
at Mr. 
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Aſſociatien for promoting the? | . 
Chriftian ve prom * 5 . 
Farl of Egremont = =: 464% 
Hon. and Rev. Dean of * — 34 2 
A Lady 5 - 22 15 
Roger Palmer, Eſq. * - - 115 
Rev. Charles Caulfield, Killyman "#5 12 
Right Hon. Lord Biſhop of Meath = 11 7 
Lord Biſhop of Clogher _ - - 11 
Lord Biſhop of Cox +9 
' Lord Biſhop of Ferns - „„ 
Lord Biſhop of Raphoe - „ 
Lord Biſhop of Killalaa -; SF 
Mrs, Penelope Iremonger - 11 7 
William Diſney, Eſq.  - - 11 7 
Rev. Richard Wynne 1 4 
Rev. Richard Druy - 8 2 
Rev. Richard Butler, D. D, 3 6 16 
Rev. Dr. Alcock 3 — 5 13 
Rev. Dr. O'Connor -. 31 
Rev. Dean Allot . 
Rev. Dean Croſbie „ 5 13 
Mrs. Peter Latouche | - O12 
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TI O8 E public calanities which for a time, 
impeded the progreſs of the plan for the, further 


diſtribution of Bibles to the Poor at reduced prices, 


deing now, through the Divine merey, in a conſider- 


able degree removed, the Aſſociation have contracted 
with the King's Printer for a large number of a new 
edition of octavo Bibles, which is in conſiderable 
forwardneſs. They have therefore lately opened a 


new ſubſcription, which already ſtands as follows, 


Viz. 
| SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 
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Rev. Dean Digby . 
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. TR bs 1. d. 
Mr. William Watſon „ 
Rev. John Corvan Gorey + 85 13 9 
Rev. Dean Graves We = 313 9 
Rev. Dr. Elrington, 8. F. T. C. 5 11 

. , Ton 3; » as 
Rev. Dean Blundell «GS. AE © 
Mr. Andrew O'Neill bs |» . 
Rev. John Brinkley - - . 4 
R. P. Bonham, Eſq. - - „ 
Rev. Verney Lovett „„ 
Rev. Edward Bayly —— (ru 158 a 5 5 
Mrs. Oliver - « "$6 
Miſs Oliver - 3 5 6 
Rev. Samuel Murphy, boden — 42 8 
St. Peter's School - eee 
Mrs. Knox - BOY 1 
Rev. John Grant — - 2 56 
Hon. and Rev. Robert Hoare _ = „ 
School of St. Nicholas. Without — $4.2. -: 
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The following members of the Aﬀociation have 
undertaken to conduct the above ſcheme, and to 

apply "ſuch ſums as may be contributed to the 
purpoſed object. 


Committee ſer promoting the Diſtribution of - Bibles. 
Elected 20th November, 1800. > 


Lord Biſhop of Meath * Rev. Richard Wynne 
—— Ferns © = Joſ. Stepford, F. T. c. 
————— Kilmore Alexander Knox, Eſq. 
Rev. Hans Hamilton 
James Dunn 
Henry Matuzin 
Dr. Smyth 


_ <5 | 
Marquis ct Sligo 


Rev. Pr. Alcock 
a — O'Connor —— Archdeacon Barton 


Dean Graves Mr. Wm. Watſon, Sen. 
George Graydon | Rev. John Uſher 
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